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A Fresh Start  
Summer holidays are great for taking time off for rest and relaxation, but 
it’s not always easy getting ‘back into the swing of things’. It can be hard 
going back to school, especially after holidays, but it was always made a 
little easier by the new stuff: the furniture, stationery, books, people and 
environments. New opportunities. Nothing tied down, no old burden, just 
new, fresh exciting times ahead.  
 
Now that we may be facing back-to-school blues, are you looking forward 
to everything being the same as always, or are you hoping for a fresh start, 
too? 
 
I think sometimes we love the new year because we’re really yearning for 
what God wants to give us: a clean break. 
 
The past can remind us of our mistakes and regret. The new year often 
promises to be a clean start, but sometimes our mistakes travel with us – 
we still mess up.  
 
The best news is that God offers us a REAL fresh start. A new self – a 
redeemed, saved, re-born self. For we know that God graciously removes 
judgment and God continually makes us new. Every moment of every day 
brings a fresh beginning. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:16-17 
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

Submitted by Hayley Woodward 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
WEEK 6

MON 1 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

WED 3 MARCH
• Reception Information Evening

 
WEEK 7

MON 8 MARCH
• Adelaide Cup (Public Holiday)

TUE 9 MARCH
• District Swimming

WED 10 - FRI 12 MARCH
• Year 5 Camp - Roonaka, Blanchetown

WEEK 8

MON 15 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)



 INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 4 Woodward  

From the Principal
QR CODES AND SCHOOL ACCESS
We thank all families for supporting us with our COVID-
Safe practices. We have QR Codes for you to scan at 
many locations throughout the school buildings and 
entrances to the school. We ask all adults, whenever 
they enter the school buildings, to scan to check in. This 
includes when you are entering the building to drop off 
or collect your child. If you do not have your device to 
scan the QR code, please sign the paper check-in at the 
school office. If you are driving through, or waiting at a 
1.5m distance from others outside the buildings, you 
are not required to check in.
We also ask that visitors to the school for meetings or 
volunteering please sign in through our school system 
at the school office. This is not needed if you are only 
entering the building for drop off or pickup.
At St Paul we have guidelines about who has access 
to classrooms during the school day. This means that 
all visitors are signed in at the office as helping as a 
volunteer in the school between 9am and 3pm. If you 
need to drop something off to your child after 9 or 
before 3, please visit the office and ask for us to take it 
to the classroom.
If you are collecting a child early for the day, it is also 
important that you come to the office and ask for your 
child to be collected from the office. ALL VISITORS to 
the school before 3pm are asked to speak to our office 
staff first. Parents collecting children at the end of the 
school day will be able to gain access to the school 
from 3pm onwards. Again, please only enter buildings if 
absolutely needed and remember to use the QR code 
to check in.
Thank you for your support!

PARENT MEET AND GREET FEEDBACK
This year we tried a new way for parents to meet 
our teachers in a more informal and less physically 
close way. The parent meet and greet was a great 
opportunity for teachers to meet parents personally 
and have a more personal conversation.
I would love to hear from you about how you found this 
new format. Connection and communication are very 
important as we work together in partnership for your 
child’s learning. Please email me directly at lmattner@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au with any of your thoughts. Thank 
you!

 
DATE CHANGE NOTIFICATION 
We have a pupil free day in September for staff 
professional development. We schedule this day 
deliberately during the week of the Royal Adelaide 
Show to encourage students to attend the show on this 
day, rather than another school day. Due to the Show’s 
advertised dates this year, all Connected Schools have 
made the decision to change the date of our pupil 
free day to Friday 10 September. We apologise for 
any inconvenience for this change, but have made the 
decision as a Connected Schools group to avoid clashes 
between schools. 

Leila Mattner| Principal

 

http://lmattner@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
http://lmattner@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


From the Deputy Principal 
 
SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICK UP   
Attached to this week’s Inspire email is another copy of 
car parking and pick up/drop off requests. This is such 
an important factor in keeping everyone safe at the 
busiest times of day. If you have other family or friends 
who help at these times, please share this with them. A 
particular reminder of a couple of requests.

• The gate at the bottom of the driveway is not 
for pedestrians. This is a small gate for cars leaving the 
school. It is an unsafe access point for pedestrians.

• Stopping on Audrey Ave to pick up or drop off 
passengers slows the flow of all traffic and is extremely 
dangerous for passengers and other vehicles.

• Cars in the eastern carpark on Audrey Ave will 
not be allowed into the driveway until traffic flow has 
stopped in the morning and afternoon.

• The Staff Carpark is for staff only.

Thank you for your support with all of this. These 
expectations are for the safety of a large community, 
not to add time to your trip to and from school. 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING: FIRST PRINCIPLES 
The image of the child that I have written about over 
the last two weeks was a significant way to start the 
school year for teachers. This view of the child is a 
foundational value that informs the future direction of 
the school on many levels. It reminds us why we are 
here and sharpens our focus on our mission.
At St Paul, our image of the child is a ‘first principle’. 
‘First Principles’ thinking involves reflecting on, and 
deconstructing values, decisions and problems etc. 
down to their primary elements and moving forward 
from these core points. Working through this mental 

model as a school allows us to reflect critically on 
our practice by ensuring that our work is not out of 
alignment with our most fundamental values. For 
example; if we believe that children are capable of 
being powerful contributors to their own learning, does 
the way we teach or the role that the teacher plays in 
learning, aligned to this value? Or we can approach 
something like student lead assemblies and ask 
ourselves, what are the core fundamental experiences 
that a vehicle like this can provide, and do assemblies 
provide these experiences? If not, how can they? 

First Principle thinking is allowing staff to reflect on 
their own practice and values. Discussing these types 
of personal values can be a challenging experience. But 
a community that is willing to find the common values 
that flow from these conversations begins to move in 
one direction. 
 
 
Jason Fay|Deputy Principal 

 
 
From the Wellbeing Leader



EMAIL AND E-FORM COMMUNICATION 
Thank you for your continued support as we move 
to more email and e-form communication. Please 
regularly check your ‘junk mailbox’ as important 
information can sometimes end up there. If you have 
any questions, please email your child’s class teacher or 
speak with someone from our administration team.

WELCOME MIKE KROON
Our Business Leader, Mike Kroon joined our St Paul 
Lutheran Community last October. Mike joined us from 
SA Health bringing a wealth of experience in business 
management and leadership. Mike is from Toronto, 
Canada originally, but has been living in Adelaide for 
over twenty years. Mike enjoys spending time with his 
family; wife Tracey and 2 daughters Abbey and Emily. 
He is also a keen lawn bowler and follows the Toronto 
Maple Leafs (National Ice Hockey League). Please join 
us as we welcome Mike to the St Paul Lutheran School 
Community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY LEADERS UPDATE 
Last week our Community Leaders met for the first time 
to discuss some of our yearly goals. Our conversation 
was focused around the structure of Assembly, our 
upcoming Sports Day and Friday Community Time. We 
look forward to sharing more updates with the St Paul 
Community soon.

CLASS CARERS AND FRIENDLY FACES 
Information about our class carer or friendly face 
support networks for our new families has been sent 
out as an e-form via email. If you would like to be 
involved in either of these, please let us know via the 
e-form by this Friday 19 February. 
 
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
MEDICAL AUTHORISATION
Please note that all medication that is brought to 
school must have an ‘authorisation to administer 
medication’ form completed (available from the front 
office) and signed by a parent/caregiver. It is imperative 
that all medication is in its original packaging and 
brought to the front office on the student’s arrival.

RORY’S CANTEEN LUNCHES  
Information on Rory’s School Lunches can be found at 
www.rorys.com.au  or www.facebook.com/RorysGroup 
If you have a question regarding your child’s canteen 
order, please contact the direct parent helpline on 
0413 575 800. This number is available Monday to 
Friday between 9:30 am & 5:00 pm. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.rorys.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/RorysGroup


WEDNESDAY CHAPEL  
If you would like to join us for our weekly Wednesday 
Chapel. Please book into a session using the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD

Leading Chapel for Term 1 is:

Week 5 (24/2) Miss Carly Bergen: Jesus’ Miracles

Week 6 (3/3) Mr Armin Mayer: Sermon on the Mount

Week 7 (10/3) Mrs Marlise Janetzki:  Palm Sunday

Week 8 (17/3) Year 4 Lethborg :The Last Supper

Week 9 (24/3) Year 3 Fyffe: Garden of Gethsemane

Week 10 (31/3) Year 5 Mattner: Peter’s denial

Week 11 (7/4) Pastor Matt Bishop: Crucifixion and 
Resurrection

 
FRIDAY ASSEMBLY  
Please note that our first Whole School Assembly will 
be in Week 5 (Friday 26 February) led by our Year 6 
Robinson class. You are invited to use the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW 

Our host classes for Term 1 are:

Week 5 (26/2) Year 6 Robinson

Week 6 (5/3) Year 4 Mueller

Week 7 (12/3) Year 3 Burgan

Week 8 (19/3) Year 1 Fisher

Week 9 (26/3) Sports Day (no Assembly)

Week 10 (2/4) Good Friday (no Assembly)

Week 11 (9/4) Last day of Term 1 9 (no Assembly)

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

If you wish to be a volunteer at St Paul Lutheran, you 
will need to collect a pack from the front office or 
alternatively contact the front office to get a pack sent 
home with your child. All volunteers require a valid DCSI 
or WWCC clearance and need to complete the Valuing 
Safe Communities training. All current registered 

volunteers will have a new badge sent home in the 
coming weeks. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE (PRC) 2021
This week students will be issued with a form 
to complete the PRC 2021. The PRC is a literacy 
engagement program that was introduced by the 
Premier in 2004 to encourage students to read more 
books, enjoy reading and improve literacy levels. 

How does it work? 

Students have until the 3rd September 2021 to read 
a total of twelve books. At least eight of the twelve 
books need to be chosen from the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge booklist at the appropriate year level or at 
an appropriate literacy level for each student. Another 
4 books can be the student’s own choice and should 
be of a similar standard to books on the list. Students 
record the books read and a parent/carer/teacher or 
librarian initials to acknowledge the book has been 
read. Students return completed sheets to the Library. 
At the end of the year students who have completed 
the Challenge will receive an award.

The Premier’s Reading Challenge awards are: 

- first year - Certificate signed by the Premier, 

- second year - Bronze medal, 

- third year - Silver medal, 

- fourth year - Gold medal, 

- fifth year - Champion medal, 

- sixth year - Legend medal, 

- seventh year - Hall of Fame medal. 

For more information, check out the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge website at: premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.
au or please drop in for a chat in the library.

https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD
https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW 
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
http://premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au 
http://premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au 


TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AT ST PAUL
To assist us with the safe and timely movement of all traffic around the school, please help us with the following 
considerations. Sharing this with grandparents and other family members who assist with the school drop off and 
pick up will also assist.

• Park and walk into school wherever possible, as this greatly reduces traffic congestion.

• Remain vigilant with your child/ren while crossing roads or within the carpark area. Use the crossings.

• Children entering and exiting the ‘Kiss and Drop’ without the need for parents to exit the vehicle whenever 
possible. The Kiss and Drop driveway is for children who do not need parents assistance entering or exiting 
vehicles. Parents, please stay in your cars to keep traffic moving. This will be a significant aid in speeding up traffic.

• There is no overtaking when using the ‘Kiss and Drop’ queue. 

• Please ensure you follow the direction of staff that are entrusted to move children and parents in/out of the 
school.

• The ‘Kiss and Drop’ is open between 8.30am and 8.45pm and again between 3:10pm and 3:35pm, which helps a 
staggered pick-up routine.

• Reversing into car park spaces in the parent car park is prohibited as it significantly disrupts the flow of traffic.

• Turning right into the carpark from the Main North rd. end of Audrey Avenue is a dangerous practice that stops 
all traffic on Audrey Avenue and causes public cars to take dangerous risks. Please do not turn right into the 
carpark from Audrey Avenue. This will be a significant aid in speeding up traffic.

• All cars in the parent car park will be impounded (ie can’t move them) until 8:45 am in the morning or 3:30 pm in 
the afternoon to enhance better traffic flow in Audrey Avenue.

• All traffic on the tennis courts will exit via Deakin Street at the direction of the staff on duty. Priority is given to the 
cars on the driveway to speed up traffic flow. 

• 5km/h at all times.

• Please ensure that you meet your child on the same side of the street. Your child should not cross the road 
without a parent, even with the pedestrian crossing.

• Do not use the gate at the bottom of the kiss and drop driveway for pedestrian access. Please use the school 
gate at the top of the park. 

• To maximize the spaces for car parking on the tennis courts , please park as indicated on the attached map.



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ALL WELCOME - SERVICES AT ST PAUL
All are welcome to join us on Sunday for worship.  Services are at the times 
of 8.30am Traditional and 10.00am Contemporary. Godly Play for Primary 
School aged children held within the 10am service time.

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN STUDY GROUP
A worship service with Holy Communion and imposition of ashes will be 
held Wednesday 17 February at 7pm in the St Paul Church. 

A Lenten Study Group focussing on the Gospel of Mark will be held on 4 
Wednesday nights in Lent.  Beginning at 7pm on 24 Feb, 3,10 and 17 March 
this will involve a short prayer service followed by a Bible Study.                                

Topics include:

• What’s so good about Mark?
• Mark compared with the other Gospels
• Jesus’ humanity in Mark
• What we can expect as we read Mark this church year
• Features of Mark’s passion and resurrection narratives
• Sharing Mark with others

SPY TERM 1
St Paul Youth for Years 6-8 is on again Friday 19th February, 7-9pm in the 
hall. Cost $2. Boys please bring something small for supper. For more 
information, call Nicole on 0412 686 342.

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL 
Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent 
or carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. 
All welcome. Come along and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please 
bring a small nut free snack for your child for snack time.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
Electronic Entertainment Books are once more available 
to purchase with funds raised being used to support the 
ministry of the St Paul Lutheran Church. Membership is 
$69.99 for a single city and can be purchased from the QR 
code  

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
‘A voice came from the cloud, “This is my son and I love him. Listen to him!”    
Mark 9:7

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
For every cup and every plateful,

To you O God we are grateful. Amen 


